THE liEIGN OF SENNACHERIB.

CHAPTEE VIII.

THE  REIGN  OF

IN the same month in which Sargon died, and
on the twelfth day of the month (Ab), Sennacherib3
(704-682) ascended the throne. He was the son
of Sargon, who had so well governed his land and
so thoroughly settled his power and control over
it that no attempt was made to disturb the order
of succession from father to son. But, though he
succeeded to the inheritance of the great empire
without trouble, there were tremendous difficulties
to be settled at once.

The priesthood of Babylonia and in general the
Babylonian people were waiting to see what posi-
tion he would take up with reference to the proud

1 The principal authorities for the reign of Sennacherib are : (a) The
Taylor Prism (usually called Cylinder), published I R. i, a 7-42, and also
Abel-Wmckler, Keihchrifltexte^ pp 37-21. It has been translated into
German by Horning, D<ts Seclmtittge Privna dot tSanheri?) in /rawssmfoV-
t&n, Orundtext und Ucbersefsunfa and by Bezold, Ktiliiuchmft, Bibl^ ii, pp
80, ff., and into English by Rogers, Records of t?w Past, iNew Series, vi, pp.
83-101. (b) The Beliino Cylinder, British Museum, K 1680, a kind of
duplicate of the former, published by Layard, Inscriptions in the Cunei-
form Character, plates 63, 64 Portions of it are translated into German
by Bezold (see above) and into English by Fox Talbot, Records of the Pasf,
First Series, i, pp 23-32. (c) The Bavian Stele, published III R. 14, trans-
lated into French by Pognon, D Inscription de Bavrnn^ Texte, tradition et
cominentctire philolog'iqne, Paris, 1879-80, and into English by Pinches,
Records of the Past, First Series, ix, pp, iil-28. (d) The Neby Yunus In-
scription, published I R 43, and partially translated by Behold,
schrift. Bibl, h, pp, 118, 119.